
Year 1/2  

Reading Spine 
 

Autumn Term 

Week 1: 
 
Key Text: 
Thinker: my 
Puppy Poet and 
Me (Eloise 
Greenfield) 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Love that 
Dog (Sharon 
Creech) 

• Belonging 
Street 
(Mandy Coe) 

 
 

 
 

Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 2: 
 
Key Text: 
Thinker: my 
Puppy Poet and 
Me (Eloise 
Greenfield) 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Love that 
Dog (Sharon 
Creech) 

• Belonging 
Street 
(Mandy Coe) 

 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 

Week 3: 
 
Key Text: 
Green Eggs and 
Ham (Dr Seuss) 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• There’s A 
Wocket in 
My Pocket 
(Dr Seuss) 

• Bananas in 
My Ears 
(Michael 
Rosen) 

 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 4:  
 
Key Text: 
The Disgusting 
Sandwich (Gareth 
Edwards) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• The First 
Day of 
Winter 
(Denise 
Fleming) 

• Mr Gumpy’s 
Outing (John 
Burningham) 

 
 
Reading 
Lessons 

Week 5: 
 
Key Text: 
The Disgusting 
Sandwich (Gareth 
Edwards) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• The First 
Day of 
Winter 
(Denise 
Fleming) 

• Mr Gumpy’s 
Outing (John 
Burningham) 

 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 6: 
 
Key Text: 
The Proudest 
Blue (Ibtihaj 
Muhammad) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• We’re All 

Wonders (R. 

J. Palacio) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 

Week 7: 
 
Key Text: 
The Proudest 
Blue (Ibtihaj 
Muhammad) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• We’re All 

Wonders (R. 

J. Palacio) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Week 8: 
 
Key Text: 
Lubna and Pebble 
(Wendy Meddour) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• The Suitcase 
(Chris 
Naylor-
Ballesteros) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 

Week 9: 
 
Key Text: 
Lubna and Pebble 
(Wendy Meddour) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• The Suitcase 
(Chris 
Naylor-
Ballesteros) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 

Week 10: 
 
 Key Text: 
Dear Dragon: A 
Pen Pal Tale 
(Josh Funk) 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• The Jolly 
Postman 
(Janet and 
Allan 
Ahlberg) 

• Ten Thank 
You Letters 
(Daniel Kirk) 

 
 
Reading 
Lessons 

Week 11: 
 
Key Text: 
Dear Dragon: A 
Pen Pal Tale 
(Josh Funk) 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• The Jolly 
Postman 
(Janet and 
Allan 
Ahlberg) 

• Ten Thank 
You Letters 
(Daniel Kirk) 

 
 
Reading 
Lessons  
 
 

Week 12: 
 
Key Text: 
Assessment - 
Narrative 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 13: 
 
Key Text: 
The Snowman 
(Raymond Briggs) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 14: 
 
Key Text: 
The Snowman 
(Raymond Briggs) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spring Term 

Week 1: 
 
Key Text: 
Don’t Let the Pigeon 
Drive the Bus! (Mo 
Willems) 
 

 

Linked texts: 

• You Can’t Take 

an Elephant on 

the Bus (Patricia 

Cleveland-Peck) 

 
 
Reading Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 2: 
 
Key Text: 
The King Who 

Banned the Dark 

(Emily Haworth-

Booth) 

 
 
Linked texts: 

• The Dark 
(Lemony 
Snicket) 

 
 
Reading Lessons 
 

 

Week 3: 
 
Key Text: 
The King Who 

Banned the Dark 

(Emily Haworth-

Booth) 

 
 
Linked texts: 

• The Dark 
(Lemony 
Snicket) 

 
 
Reading Lessons 

Week 4: 
 
Key Text: 
What Do Grown Ups 
Do All Day? (Virginie 
Morgand) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Usborne: Look 
Inside Jobs 

• When I Grow Up 
(John Hales) 

 
 
Reading Lessons 

Week 5: 
 
Key Text: 
What Do Grown Ups 
Do All Day? (Virginie 
Morgand) 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Usborne: Look 
Inside Jobs 

• When I Grow Up 
(John Hales) 

 
 
Reading Lessons 

Week 6: 
 
Key Text: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Lessons 

Week 7: 
 

Key Text: 
The Dragon Machine 

(Helen Ward) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Tell Me A 

Dragon (Jackie 

Morris) 

 

Poetry text: 

• Tiger, Tiger, 

Burning Bright: 

Poetry 

Anthology 

(Fiona Waters) 

 
 
Reading Lessons 
 
 

Week 8: 
 
Key Text: 
The Dragon Machine 

(Helen Ward) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Tell Me A 

Dragon (Jackie 

Morris) 

 
Poetry text: 

• Tiger, Tiger, 

Burning Bright: 

Poetry 

Anthology 

(Fiona Waters) 

 
 
Reading Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 9: 
 
Key Text: 
Dinosaur Department 
Store (Lily Murray 
and Richard Merritt) 
 
Life on Earth: 
Dinosaurs (Heather 
Alexander) 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• There’s a T-Rex 
in Town (Ruth 
Symons) 

• Dino Dinners 
(Manning & 
Granstrom) 

• Lifesize 
Dinosaurs 
(Sophy Henn) 

 
 
 
 
 
Reading Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 10: 
 
Key Text: 
Dinosaur Department 
Store (Lily Murray 
and Richard Merritt) 
 
Life on Earth: 
Dinosaurs (Heather 
Alexander) 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• There’s a T-Rex 
in Town (Ruth 
Symons) 

• Dino Dinners 
(Manning & 
Granstrom) 

• Lifesize 
Dinosaurs 
(Sophy Henn) 

 
 
 
 
 
Reading Lessons 

Week 11: 
 
Key Text: 
Until I Met Dudley 
(Roger McGough) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Usborne: Look 
Inside How 
Things Work 

• The Way Things 
Work Now 
(David 
Macaulay) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Lessons 
 

Week 12: 
 
Key Text: 
Until I Met Dudley 
(Roger McGough) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Usborne:  Look 
Inside How 
Things Work 

• The Way Things 
Work Now 
(David 
Macaulay) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Lessons 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summer Term 

Week 1: 
 
Key Text: 
The Tunnel 
(Anthony Browne) 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
Poetry text: 
The Trouble with 
My Brother (Brian 
Patten) (in Poems 
to Perform, Julia 
Donaldson) 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 2: 
 
Key Text: 
The Tunnel 
(Anthony Browne) 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
Poetry text: 
The Trouble with 
My Brother (Brian 
Patten) (in Poems 
to Perform, Julia 
Donaldson) 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 3: 
 
Key Text: 
Hide and Seek 
(Anthony Browne) 
 
Anthony Browne 
study 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 4: 
 
Key Text: 
Hide and Seek 
(Anthony Browne) 
 
Anthony Browne 
study 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 5: 
 
Key Text: 
Gorilla 
(Anthony Browne) 
 
Anthony Browne 
study 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 6: 
 
Key Text: 
Gorilla 
(Anthony Browne) 
 
Anthony Browne 
study 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 

Week 7: 
 
Key Text: 
The Great Big 

Green Book 

(Mary Hoffman & 

Ros Asquith) 

 

10 Things I Can 

Do to Help My 

World (Melanie 

Walsh) 

 
 
Linked texts: 

• Clean Up! 
(Nathan 
Byron) 

 
Fictional 
instruction texts  

• How to 
Wash a 
Woolly 
Mammoth 
(Michelle 
Robinson) 

 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 
 
 
 

Week 8: 
 
Key Text: 
The Promise 
(Nicola Davies) 
 
Wangari’s Trees 
of Peace 
(Jeanette Winter) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Greta and 

the Giants 

(Zoe Tucker) 

• The Great 

Kapok Tree 

(Lynne 

Cherry) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 9: 
 
Key Text: 
The Promise 
(Nicola Davies) 
 
Wangari’s Trees 
of Peace 
(Jeanette Winter) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Greta and 

the Giants 

(Zoe Tucker) 

• The Great 

Kapok Tree 

(Lynne 

Cherry) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 10: 
 
Key Text: 
Africa, Amazing 

Africa (Atinuke) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Anna 

Hibiscus 

(Atinuke) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

 
 
 
 

Week 11: 
 
Key Text: 
Africa, Amazing 

Africa (Atinuke) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 

• Anna 

Hibiscus 

(Atinuke) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 12: 
 
Key Text: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

Week 13: 
 
Key Text: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Linked texts: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading 
Lessons 
 

 


